8TH GRADE SCIENCE OUTCOMES /TOPICS

· Caves

· Develop an understanding of science related issues and problems (cave conservation)

· Exhibit and apply an understanding of a societal responsibility to conserve natural resources

o    Demonstrate safe caving practices in the field

· Rocks/Minerals/mining

· Explain importance of rocks and minerals in everyday life

o    Identify  major rock types based on characteristics

o    Analyze importance of mining and mineral conservation

· Climate/Atmosphere

· Form and express an opinion about controversial current science topics (Climate Change)

· Describe the relationship between human activity and its impact on air quality

· Explain the characteristics and important components of each layer of the atmosphere

· Weather

· Predict weather patterns 

· Identify major components of weather systems

· Perform data collection using weather tools

· Glaciers

· Describe major changes in Wisconsin’s geology throughout its history

· Describe and identify major land features in Wisconsin

· Explain the formation and movement of glaciers

· Mapping

· Demonstrate use of map, compass, and GPS technology

Major Projects: 

· Create children’s book about caves

· Rock Project 

· Design a “green” arena or stadium

· Create a CD with songs related to weather

· 3-D model of glacial formation

