Core Syllabus

NINTH GRADE ENGLISH

Reading Content/Genres:

To Kill a Mockingbird

· Analyze and understand diversity and conflict in the South in the 1930’s

· Examine character development within the novel

Elizabethan England/William Shakespeare

·  Examine the daily happenings of an individual in Elizabethan England.

The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens

· Students will experience character development through stories about real teens.  They will also gain strategies to be successful teens.

The Odyssey and Mythology
· Acquire a basic knowledge of Greek Gods and Goddesses

· Discover the major characteristics of a hero.

· The Greek concept of hubris will be examined.

Reading Skills:

Text Structure

· Examine elements of literature including plot, characterization, conflict, setting, and theme

Vocabulary Development

· Identify and define crucial vocabulary to the meaning of the text

Literary Devices

· Examine and identify setting, mood, foreshadowing, flashback, and irony to support a theme

· Examine and identify figures of speech such as simile and metaphor

Writing Topics/Genres: 

Plagiarism

· Discuss the definition and examples of plagiarism and how to avoid it in research writing

Essay

· Organize a five-paragraph essay

Research Paper

· Identify and utilize topic sentence, thesis statement, and paragraph development

· Develop peer-editing skills

Writing Skills:

Control of language

· Students will learn about the writing process and the characteristics of good writing using the 6+1 traits

· Word choice, sentence fluency, voice

· Prewrite, draft, review & revise, edit & proofread, publish

Content/Composition

· Students will learn about the writing process and the characteristics of good writing using the 6+1 traits

· Ideas, organization, voice, conventions

· Prewrite, draft, review & revise, edit & proofread, publish

Library/Research Skills

· Differentiate between reliable and unreliable sources of information

· Use online databases and print materials

Presentation (MLA Format)

· Utilize MLA format in text and writing

Grammar/Spelling

Parts of Speech

· Review nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs

Listening/Speaking

Formal Public Speaking

· Students will learn the process of preparing and delivering a formal speech

· Students will research topics and report information using the formal speech format

