A.P. LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION

I. READING CONTENT

· ANGLO-SAXON – MIDDLE ENGLISH LITERATURE

· Reinforce and demonstrate knowledge of structure of traditional epic,  traditional ballad, and traditional traits of epic and romance hero

·  develop and express understanding of importance of oral literature tradition and of legends to particular cultures and classes

· differentiate between language of satire and language of earnest

· connect and explain historical background to literal and emotional content of literature

· ENGLISH RENAISSANCE – RESTORATION LITERATURE

· reinforce and demonstrate knowledge of parts and rhetoric of a drama in genre of tragedy

· identify primary poetic structures and themes of English Renaissance and Restoration literature

· investigate and describe devices of satire used as avenues for social/political criticism along with identifying what and why specific element(s) of society/politics are being ridiculed

· connect and explain historical background to literal and emotional content of literature 

· ENGLISH ROMANTICISM – VICTORIAN LITERATURE

· relate forces of industrialization and widespread war’s effects on 

content/themes and tones of prominent literature of English Romanticism and Victorian literature

· compare/contrast dynamics of poetic structures on literal and emotional meanings

· investigate and describe major overlapping concerns of authors and what genre and literary devices they use to carry across/emphasize their messages to reader

· connect and explain historical background to literal and emotional content of literature

· TWENTIETH CENTURY BRITISH LITERATURE

· investigate, identify, and express understanding of challenge of 

twentieth century literature against society’s traditional values of beauty and order 

· compare/contrast twentieth century experimental structures of various genres of short and extended pieces of literature by various authors as authors’ means of expression against popular pre-W.W. I pieces of literature

· investigate and describe major overlapping dark and cynical tones across various genre of twentieth century literature by various  authors as well as investigate and describe genre and literary devices the authors use to carry across/emphasize their messages to reader

· connect and explain historical background to literal and emotional content of literature

· INDEPENDENT NOVEL (novel assigned alters year to year; choices derive

from lists of novels/drama that appear on the open essay question of past A.P. ® Literature and Composition exams)

· display mastery in comprehension and formal writing skills as 

prompted through analytical questions concerning portions of each chapter of assigned novel

· display mature personal insight concerning connection of novel to 

other pieces of literature and to real life

II. READING SKILLS/COMPREHENSION

· TEXTUAL DETAILS

· accurately interpret literature to yield multiple meanings and to gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of author’s purpose of literature the course studies, literature students may choose to read on their own, and on the concept of written works of great literary merit in general.  

· exercise frequent and meticulous, careful observation/identification of textual details of literary devices; poetry, prose, and drama structures; syntax; punctuation; and diction and formally relate authors’ use of these elements to literatures’ literal and emotional meanings 

· READING STRATEGIES

· relate historical background of literary era and authors’ backgrounds to literal and emotional meanings of pieces of literature

· understand, recognize opportunity for use of, and apply steps and tips for reading, comprehending, and analyzing old and/or obscure literature (steps and tips are based on employing basic knowledge of literary structure and syntax to help unravel seemingly enigmatic literary work as well as employing prediction, questioning, and synthesizing skills learned in prior English courses)

· compare and contrast various works of different authors, genres, and eras to aid in comprehension and developing multiple meanings of a particular piece of literary work

· connect principles of authors’ works and purposes to real, contemporary world issues

· VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT

· identify and define in relation to its context crucial vocabulary in 

literary work being studied

· accurately incorporate newly learned, college level vocabulary in 

literary response writing and other types of academic writings

· determine meanings of unfamiliar words through knowledge of a word’s derivation, prefix and/or suffix meanings, and root part(s) meaning(s)

· LITERARY DEVICES

· correctly identify an author’s deliberate use of a literary device (drawing from class study of a wide range of devices) 

· accurately discuss in conversation and in writing an author’s deliberate use of literary devices to effect and support tone, mood, meaning, and purpose of a piece of literature

III. WRITING TOPICS/GENRES

· write effectively for various purposes, in various tones and voices, and for various audiences; edit and revise written works given feedback from peers and/or teacher (genre of writing exercises include compare/contrast essays,  persuasive/argumentative essays, literary analysis/interpretation essays [under both limited timed and extended timed situations], research/expository essay, college application essay, creative writing, journal/reflection writing)
IV. WRITING SKILLS

· CONTROL OF LANGUAGE and CONTENT/COMPOSITION

· determine and employ most accurate diction—including higher level vocabulary—for  content of writing exercise

· develop and sustain tone and point of view in extended writing 

exercises

· utilize  variety of syntax to capture intended tone(s) and voice of 

extended writing exercises

· accurately format or device effective structure in relation to writing 

genre’s expectations

V. GRAMMAR

· COORDINATION AND SUBORDINATION; RELATIONSHIOPS 

       BETWEEN IDEAS IN A SENTENCE
· present clear relationship between coordinate ideas using appropriate connectives to express addition, contrast, choice, or result; present clear relationship between independent and subordinate adverb or adjective clauses using appropriate subordinate conjunction to express time, cause or reason, purpose or result, or condition

· PARALLEL STRUCTURE—STRUCTURES OF EQUAL RANK; PARALLELISM FAULTY
· properly construct/balance sentences with coordinate ideas and compared or contrasted ideas

