AP United States History

Course Content:

We will cover the history of the United States from before its existence as an independent nation all the way to modern times (1492-present).  Some of this was covered in your Early United States history course, and some more may have been covered in middle or grade school.  However, we will look at the issues in much greater depth and hopefully come up with a greater understanding of how and why events took place.  This is clearly a lot of material to cover, so the pace of the course will be quite fast.  You can expect to read approximately 10 pages a night from your text, with other overlapping assignments.  Thus, it is in your best interests to remain caught up with the material.  If not, you will have a hard time maintaining the type of grade that you are used to.  In the past you may have been able to get away with not reading your text, but that will no longer be the case.

Course Materials:  

The text used in this course is “The American Pageant, 13th Edition” (Kennedy, Cohen and Bailey, Houghton Mifflin Company, 2006).  You have three options in obtaining a test.  The first is relatively straightforward.  You may obtain one from me for use during the time you are in class.  This will be treated like any other text you have had in any other course.  It will arrive to you in good condition and will return the same, or you will be charged.  The second and third options are a little different than what you may be used to.  You may buy the book so that you can write in it, highlight, etc., much as one would in a college course.  You have two options here.  One is to buy one from me at the cost that the school purchased it (not cheap).  The second is buying a used book from someone who was in the course previously.  This is to be arranged by you.  I am not in the used book business, but generally in the past a fair price has been in the neighborhood of $20.  A word of caution, though, if you are purchasing a used book:  if the book is so written in, highlighted, abused, etc. so as to make it difficult for you to read and comprehend it, that is not a bargain.  Only buy used books that will be of value to you.

Beyond the text there will be numerous outside readings for the class.  I will give these to you.  Again, reading on your own is a major focus of this course, so do not take the reading load lightly.

Grading:

Despite the more rigorous nature of the course, we will use the standard 93-100 grading scale.  On occasion extra credit will be given, but it will only be on things proposed by me that are pertinent to what we are learning.  You can expect at least one quiz a week in here, of variable length, and a unit test every three weeks or so.  Also, much of your grade will be based on writing.  You will learn in here how to write a proper historical essay.  However, there is an assumption that you come in with a basic knowledge of writing principles, grammar, and punctuation.  While this is a history course, essays must be written in a form that is readable.  Otherwise it becomes impossible for the reader to understand the historical points found in the essay, however valid they may be.

Miscellaneous:

As this is an advanced course, I am making the assumption that you want to be here.  Thus it is my expectation that homework will be completed thoroughly and on time.  Exceptions certainly occur, and those will be dealt with on an individual basis.  However, this should happen very infrequently or never at all.  If that is not the case, other course accommodations may need to be made, or your grade will suffer.

Behaviorally, it is also my expectation that you will be self-motivated enough to ensure that the class runs smoothly.  As such, it is my expectation that the class and individuals will “police” themselves.  Most students in the past have been able to handle this.  When exceptions occur, they will not be taken lightly.  Again, if this seems like it may be a problem, other course accommodations can be made.

Finally, I want to point out that it is a pleasure to teach a class in which the students are in it because they want to challenge themselves.  There will be a lot of work, but I hope that the rewards received from taking this course will make it worthwhile.  If you have any doubts that you can keep up with the pace that will need to be followed, whether because of work, too many other difficult courses, or involvement in numerous extra-curricular activities, talk to me.  I will help you make the decision about what you should do.  If you drop the class, for whatever reason (and it has happened in the past), I will not hold it against you or think any less of you.  For those who choose to stay, I will be more than happy to help you out when needed as a reference for jobs, college applications, etc.  Good luck, and lets have an enjoyable, productive year.

Major Themes of the Course:

Several ideas will repeatedly occur throughout the year and will have a major impact on how units are structured and taught.  These include:

· Political unity and divisions

· Economic stagnation and advancement

· Reform of many varieties, including cultural, economic and political

· Geographic influences on American development

· America’s role in the world

· Demographics and their influence

· Great leaders and their effect on America’s development

Course Texts:

David M. Kennedy, Lizabeth Cohen, and Thomas A. Bailey.  The American Pageant, 13th 

     Edition (Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company, 2006).

David M. Kennedy, Thomas A. Bailey.  The American Spirit:  Volumes I and II 

     (Lexington, MA:  D.C. Heath and Company, 1994).

Thomas R. Frazier.  Voices of America:  Readings in American History (Boston:  

     Houghton Mifflen Company, 1985).

Recommended Text:

It is not mandatory to have the following text, but it is available for purchase from me for a small fee.  Anyone taking the AP test should purchase this.

McDuffie, J.A., Piggrem, G.W., Woodworth, Steven E.  AP United States History (REA) - The Best Test Prep for the AP Exam: 7th Edition
General Course Outline:

Note I:  When units are completed is an estimation that can be either lengthened or shortened based on numerous factors.  This is a general framework for when topics will be completed.  More specific outlines will be handed out every Friday in the form of a schedule for the ensuing week.  In general, there will be at least one major assignment per unit and unit test.  Periodic quizzes will also be done within each unit.

NOTE II:  If you are absent or have misplaced an assignment, they can be downloaded from my home page off of the school website.  

Unit I:  Colonial History through the French and Indian War

The vast majority of Unit One will be done over the summer due to time constraints.  The unit focuses on the development of the New World from pockets of semi-independent and inward-looking colonies to a group of citizens that were at least contemplating their similarities as well as differences.  Packets will be due on the second day of school.  Questions can be emailed to me through the schools website.  

· Skim Ch. 1 in text

· Read and outline Chapters 2-6

· Mayflower Compact

· Religions chart

· Complete the packet as assigned.  Packet focuses on detecting bias in documents and interpreting their meaning.  The Jamestown essay discussing why it nearly failed will be the culminating activity for this unit and will be based on your ability to interpret the documents provided as well as including background information from other sources.

· Major assignment once school begins:  DBQ comparing the colonies of the Chesapeake and New England

Unit 2:  The Fight for Independence

Topics:  The unit will analyze how the colonies what from what on the surface appeared to be a cooperative victory over the French to American resistance to British policies and, ultimately, war and independence.

Required Readings:

· Text Chapters 6-8
· Primary source material on mercantilism and salutary neglect
· Declaration of Independence
· Short packet readings on fighting tactics
Major Assignments:

· Escalating tensions ladder
· Debate the reasons for the Declaration
· Chapter outlines, as needed
Unit 3:  Establishing a Government

Topics:  The war is won, what happens next?  The unit will look at attempts by Americans to establish working governments, not just at the national level

Required Readings:

· Text Chapter 9

· American Heritage:  The Measurement that Built America

Major Assignments:

· DBQ evaluating the effectiveness of the Articles of Confederation

· Chapter outlines, as needed

Unit 4:  Solidifying and Strengthening the Nation

Topics:  An overview of the presidencies from Washington to Madison and how they ensured the independence of America

Required Readings:

· Text Chapters 10-12

· Constitution

· Primary source material comparing the views of Hamilton and Jefferson

· Jefferson’s Inaugural Address

· American Heritage:  “France and Us”

Major Assignments:

· Essay comparing views of Federalists and Republicans on various topics – not document based

· Chapter outlines, as needed

Unit 5:  Jacksonian Democracy

Topics:  This broad unit will analyze the political changes that were made in the Jackson Era that led to a more representative democracy.  Furthermore, the unit will focus on changes in the economy and culture of America, including famous inventors and reformers, and America’s slowly emerging role on the world stage, especially in regard to its relationship with Great Britain.  Finally, the methods in which Jackson was able to keep the nation unified (at least on the surface) will be discussed.

Required Readings:

· Text Chapters 13-15

· Brief Jackson readings

· Primary source material of Jackson defending his policies

· Newspaper reading on the spoils system today

· Secondary Native American readings:  Sequoyah and Black Hawk

· American Heritage:  Second-Term Blues

Major Assignments:

· Comparison of nationalist and sectionalist ideas and sponsors

· John Quincy Adams/Andrew Jackson Venn Diagram

· Adams and Jackson debate

· Headline Mania:  Jacksonian policies

· Essay evaluating Jackson’s legacy

· Self-designed reformers test

· Chapter outlines, as needed

Unit 6:  Sectionalism and Manifest Destiny

Topics:  In a seemingly united period of land acquisitions and war, America was coming ever closer to disunion.  The reasons why and the last attempts at keeping the nation together will be discussed.

Required Readings:

· Text Chapters 16-19
· Primary sources on Mexican-American War
· Milwaukee Journal Sentinel:  Underground Railroad in Wisconsin
· Biracial Utopia
· Primary sources:  Sectional Struggle (1848-1854)
Major Assignments:

· Manifest Destiny map

· John Brown DBQ

Unit 7:  A Nation Divided

Topics:  In this unit, the reasons for, path of, and results of the Civil War and Reconstruction will be the focus.

Required Readings:

· Text Chapters 20-22
· Text Chapter 23 (504-512)
· Primary sources on abolitionism
· Primary sources:  Lincoln and Davis on abolitionism
· Brief secondary source readings
· Milwaukee Journal Sentinel:  The Impeachment of Andrew Johnson
· Milwaukee Journal Sentinel:  “A precious ‘part of our family’ is taken away”
Major Assignments:

· Civil War “What If . .  .”

· Civil War major battles

· Impeachment trial of Andrew Johnson

· Exam preparation:  political cartoon and document interpretation practice

· Self-generate semester exam questions

Unit 8:  The Gilded and Progressive Ages

Topics:  This unit will uncover the corruption of this era as well as the numerous reforms that were enacted during this period.  This will be broad-based and will look at the reforms from political, economic and social perspectives.  Furthermore, the unit will discuss the appearance of the United States on the world stage, and students will evaluate whether this was a natural progression from the ideas of manifest destiny.

Required Readings:

· This will be a self-directed, research-based unit.  Required readings will be based on what topic students choose.
Major Assignments:

· Gilded Age presidents political cartoons

· Power Point projects to be presented to the class

· Evaluation:  Should Teddy Roosevelt be on Mount Rushmore?

Unit 9:  The War to End All War?

Topics:  As imperialism continued to take hold on the world, conflicts between powers became inevitable.  As a result World War I broke out, devastating Europe but leaving America relatively unscathed.  However, the settlement of the war led to further tensions, and, after a brief period of prosperity, plunged the world into depression.  This unit will take students to the cusp of World War II, looking especially at how the unresolved issues of World War I and the Treaty of Versailles helped cause it.

Required Readings:

· Text Chapters 29-33
· Milwaukee Journal Sentinel:  Terrorism chilled Milwaukee in 1917
· American war casualties
· Primary source readings:  Wilson’s Points and TR’s Complaints
· “Grapes of Wraths” excerpts
Major Assignments:

· Treaty of Versailles evaluation from differing perspectives

· History Repeats Itself:  Post-World Wars America

· FDR in pictures

· DBQ:  Who’s the liberal/conservative, FDR or Herbert Hoover

Unit 10:  World War II

Topics:  The unit will look at the forces that led the world to first accepting the increasing amounts of dictators, then those that left much of the world crumbled in its path.  It will trace the paths of dictatorship in Japan and Germany into their ultimate collision with America and the other Allied powers.

Required Readings:

· Text Chapters 34 and 35

· Brief secondary source readings
· Primary Source:  Fire bombing Japan
· Bataan Death March
· German POW camps in Wisconsin
· Nuremberg readings
Major Assignments:

· Web quest:  Hitler

· Web quest:  Japan

· Field trip to Manitowoc Maritime Museum

· World War II essay (no advance notice on specific topic)

· Debate:  Should we have dropped the bomb?

Unit 11:  The Cold War

Topics:  Once again, the world failed in its attempt to find a “clean” solution to the war, leading to another period of mistrust and war, both with American involvement and through client states.  The unit will trace the concept of the Cold War from the end of WWII through the fall of the Berlin Wall.

Required Readings:

· Secondary Source:  Joseph McCarthy

· Text, Vietnam and Korea

· Cold War timeline and map

· Truman Doctrine

· Primary sources:  Pictures from Vietnam, letters from Vietnam, political speeches

· Milwaukee Journal Sentinel:  Flawed software becomes US weapon

· Milwaukee Journal Sentinel:  Germ Warfare

Major Assignments

· Interpreting the Truman doctrine
· Korea/Vietnam comparisons
· “Hippie Music” project
Unit 12:  Economic Success and Liberalism

Topics:  The unit will focus on the expanding economy of the post-war era and the accompanying surge in population and prosperity.  Attention will be placed on the struggles that some faced in sharing in this prosperity and the eventual acceptance of much of America of the liberal programs proposed after the war

Required Readings:

· Milwaukee Journal Sentinel:  Taking the I-Road

· Teenagers of the 1950s

· Civil Rights timeline

· American Heritage:  Boomer Century

· American Heritage:  1964

· Opinion piece:  Back home, but in a new South

Major Assignments:

· Baby Boomer’s defined
· Alabama Literacy Test
Unit 13:  The New Conservatism

Topics:  A backlash from the liberalism that preceded it.  Discover what caused it, how it has shaped America and how its ideas and principles have changed over time.

Required Readings:

· Gerald Ford opinion piece

· American Heritage:  Ronald Reagan

Major Assignments:

None

Unit 14:  Modern America and exam review

Topics:  Where is America at today?  Student predictions of the future.  Also, time will be spent reviewing for the AP Test.

Required Readings:  

None

Major Assignments:

· Review sheets (will have begun before this) and review quizzes
· “On-the-spot” practice DBQ
