CORE Syllabus

Creative Writing
Writing (& Sample Readings) Content/Genres:

Prose: 

· The following essential element of prose will be explored and use in student writing
· Plot

· Character

· Setting

· Point of view
· Theme
· Review and consider the relationship between the elements of prose 

· Identify and utilize novel prose devises through multiple texts and authors
· Construct and Deconstruct these elements to engage an audience

· Explore and utilize description, action and imagery to engage an audience
· Read, consider, and create, various prose forms such as the following:
· Micro Fiction
· Short Stories
· Article, Advertisement, Menu and other commercial pursuits
Journaling:
· Readers Journal – As a reader, discover the method, usage, and nuance of creative writing in the texts of published writers.
· Observational Journal – As an Observer of life, activate the use of the imagination to find the impetus to write in, personal, local and global events.
Verse:

Forms and traditions: We will read, and use the following types of poetry to establish a historical perspective of poetry:

· Epic

· Ballads

· Sonnets

· Romanticist

· Free verse

· Haiku (It’s not just for kids, never has been, never will be.)

· Imagist 

· Haiku
· Found Poetry
· Concrete
Reading Skills: (While the focus of the course will be writing, the following skills will be highlighted as a method of internalizing the critical elements of creative writing.) 
Text Structure:
· Utilize and apply titling and heading skills to determine and aid in text content meaning/deciphering 

· Utilize and apply footnote skills to determine and aid in text content meaning/deciphering 

· Utilize and apply images to determine and aid in text content meaning/deciphering 

Reading Strategies:
· Utilize and apply the following strategies to aid in text deciphering content meaning

· Predicting 

· Questioning 

· Synthesizing

Vocabulary Development:
· Learn and apply word family/etymology and context clue skills to help develop word meaning

· Improve writing impact thought use of a broader vocabulary

Writing Skills: (Students will continue to use the 6 +1 traits of writing)
Control of Language:

· Use powerful Word Choice in text and writing

· Develop an understanding of the role Sentence Fluency has in student writing

· Identify and employ elements of Voice in text and writing

Content/Composition:
· Understand and identify the role of Ideas and Content in text and writing

· Determine the best structures, and utilize the standards of good Organization in writing

· Identify and employ elements of Voice in text and writing

· Figurative Language

· Tropes – Understand and explore the use of hyperbole, metaphor, personification, etc., to effect the reader experience

· Schemes - Understand and explore the use of antithesis, anaphora, spoonerism, etc., to effect the reader experience

Presentation:
· Include the Conventions of written English 

· Learn and utilize MLA format in formatting when Presenting a text

Grammar/Spelling: (In context – individualized by student need) 
· Employ the parts of speech to create grammatically correct and meaningful sentences

· Use basic, compound and complex sentences effectively

· Understanding Phrases and clauses to improve punctuation and avoid fragments

· Become aware of the role of word histories as a means to improve spelling and vocabulary

· Use grammar and spelling tools (such as language handbooks, dictionaries, and editors to maintain high levels of convention usage

Listening/Speaking: (Identify and utilize the following skills in the process of presenting poems and stories in public.)

· Organization  

· Preparation

· Presentation

· Articulation

· Voice control

· Body language

· Visual Representations

· Listening Skills

