Music Theory
Course syllabus
Course Objective: This course is designed for the experienced musician who wishes to explore the fundamentals of music theory and composition.  In this course we will learn about musical form and structure through composition and analysis.  We will also work to improve listening skills.  It is expected that all students come to this class able to read standard musical notation and understand the basic concepts of rhythm and key.  Students must be currently enrolled in band and/or choir or have consent of the instructor to register for this class.
Attendance:  If you are absent from class, you are still responsible to find out what you missed and any assignments that may have been given.

Discipline: you are expected to conduct yourself in a respectful manner.  Failure to do so will result in detentions and/or office referral.

Grading:  Grades will be based on the district grading scale.

We will cover the following topics:
Music Notation

· Identify note values and pitches on all clefs

· Identify dynamics, accidentals, and articulations
Scales

· Identify and construct Major; Natural, harmonic, and melodic minor scales

· Identify and construct scales based on church modes

Intervals

· Identify and construct intervals above and below a given pitch

Ear Training
· Identify by ear scales as major or minor (3 forms)

· Identify modes by ear

· Identify chords quality by ear (major, minor, augmented, diminished)

· Identify Chord function and chord progression (tonic, dominant)

· Transcribe melodic material by ear

· Identify major and minor intervals through 1 octave

Form and Structure

· Identify basic musical forms (ABA, rondo, theme and variations, fugue)
· Explore historical perspective and function of different forms

Chordal theory

· Identify and construct major, minor, augmented, and diminished triads
· Identify and construct chord extensions in both the classical and jazz idioms

Chordal analysis

· Identify how chords function within progressions

· Identify Circle progressions, linear progressions, Cadences
Transposition

· Transpose pieces into new keys

· Understand how band instruments transpose

Composition

· Identify and use rules for 4-part chorale writing

· Learn how to write and effective melodic line

· Learn basic counterpoint rules and methods

· Study and compose a two part invention

· Study and compose a 3 or 4 voice fugue

