American History Power Standards

· STANDARD I: Struggles for Rights - Understanding the diversity within American society and implementing reform to establish equality.

· Benchmark 1A: Diversity - Synthesis and analyze the diversity of the American people and the relationships among different groups. 
· Benchmark 1B: Reform – Evaluate reform movements in American history and reflect upon their effectiveness towards equality.
· STANDARD II: Technology and Economic Opportunity – Synthesizing the changes in technology across time and the effects of capitalist development, labor and unions, and consumerism to create opportunity.

· BENCHMARK 2A: Industrialization – Evaluate the development of American industry as a world power.

· BENCHMARK 2B: Technology – Describe how technology has transformed the physical world and human society.

· Benchmark 2B: Economic Opportunity - Synthesis the economic opportunities and there social developments throughout American History.  
· STANDARD III: Conflict – Analyzing the development, power and cooperation of armed conflict from the twentieth to the twenty-first century.
· BENCHMARK 3A: Development – evaluate how growth and development causes conflict.

· BENCHMARK 3B: Power - identify and analyze how power has been used and justified.

· BENCHMARK 3C: Resolution - Analyze and evaluate various means in which the United States and other nations have and must resolve conflict and cooperate.
· STANDARD IV:  Culture and Beliefs – Analyzing American Identity and culture to understand ourselves and others.

· Benchmark 4A: Culture – Analyze overall differences within the context of what it means to be an American. 

· BENCHMARK 4B: Traditions – Evaluate and identify diverse individual and collective expressions through politics, music, fashion, sports and entertainment throughout American History.
· STANDARD V: Government and Society – Analyze the American political system to understand the role of citizenship and purpose of government.
· BENCHMARK 5A: Citizenship – Examine persistent issues involving the rights, roles, and status of the individual in relation to the general welfare.

· BENCHMARK 5B: Politics – Explain the purpose of government and analyze how its powers are acquired, used, and justified.
American History Units/Core Content:

· UNIT I: Modernizing America – Industrialization/Immigration/Urbanization

· Define the key concepts of the unit
· Analyze how these concepts led to the creation of a more modern and powerful America
· UNIT II: Becoming a World Power – Imperialism and WWI

· Analyze how territorial acquisitions and settlement strengthened America

· Describe lead up, events and results of WWI

· UNIT III: Boom to Bust – Progressivism, Roaring 20s, the Great Depression and the New Deal

· Describe how Progressives reformed and modernized the nation

· Exhibit knowledge of the new American culture

· Diagram causes and effects of the Great Depression

· Evaluate the effectiveness of New Deal programs

· UNIT IV: Global Struggles – WWII and the Cold War

· Describe lead up, events and results of WWII

· Synthesize how WWI, WWII and the Cold War are interrelated

· Analyze how the war secured the US’ place as a world power

· Summarize the Korean War as a microcosm of the Cold War

· Identify other Cold War flare ups

· UNIT V: A Time of Upheaval and Modern America
· Describe various conditions minority populations faced prior to the civil rights movement

· Evaluate the historical importance of the civil rights movement

· Argue the various perspectives of the Vietnam War

· Examine how the Vietnam struggle mirrored the broader changes occurring in America
· Compare modern liberal and conservatism

· Identify the key issues that will affect America today and in the future

