Wondering how to pay for college? Here we havalato the federal government's
financial aid website and a quick overview of fjithe Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA).

Start here for an overview of financial aldtp://studentaid.ed.gov

1. Apply for admission aswell asfinancial aid - During your senior year, you'll
want to apply to colleges early - in the fall - tbhe next school year. At the
same time, begin figuring out your financial aitliation. Since important
application deadlines vary, you may want to devel@alendar of important
dates. It's a good idea to apply early. A collegrenot offer financial aid unless
the student has applied for admission and has &e=pted.

2. Submit required financial aid forms - This may be one of the most difficult
steps but if you don't apply, you don't have a ckaof getting any money! So
make sure you file all required forms for finanaal at the college(s) you are
considering. This includes tli&ee Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA).

Note:

- Students should file only one FAFSA regardlessaf imany colleges
they are considering.

- The FAFSA includes a section for the studentdbthe colleges to which
they want their information sent.

- The FASFA cannot be submitted until January 1shefcalendar year in
which you are applying for aid.

3. The FAFSA application should be completed on lirzethie website:
www.fafsa.ed.gov It will take approximately 2 weeks to process #meh send
to all schools listed on your application. The FAHSper application is no
longer being shipped to schools, but you can doaghlnd print a paper
version fromwww.fafsa.ed.gov. If you chose to use a downloaded paper
version of the FAFSA, it will take approximately 4 weeks for all schools
listed on your application to receive your inforioat If you have questions
about completing the application, call the Fed8tabdent Aid information
center (800-433-3243). During your senior year, giete the FAFSA as soon
after January 1st as possible.

4. The FAFSA collects financial and other informatfomm students and parents
to determine aixpected Family ContributiofEFC). TheEFCfigure is used
to determine a student's eligibility fBederal Pell Granother federal financial




aid programs, and many state programs. HREis determined according to
formulas set periodically by the U.S. Congressd&mis should also check with
each college to determine if there are additioaah the college requires them
to file. Be sure to file all forms in time to meke colleges' financial aid
application deadlines. Note: Admissions and finahaid deadlines are often
different; be sure to meet each requirement.

. Usethe EAESA on the Web Worksheet to collect information and complete
the questions before entering your informationraliThe questions on

the EAFSA on the Web Worksheate listed in the same order that they appear
on the online FAFSA Application. Be sure to downldhe correct worksheet

for the coming financial aid year. The current \@arorksheet will also be
available in the School Counseling Office in theldie of December each

year.

. Apply for scholarshipsand grants - Be sure to explore tH€EYS local
scholarshipsgrants, and loan programs.

. Keep track of progress - In other words: stay organized! You don't want t
miss out on a campus tour, admission deadlinenaajar scholarship because
you lost the information.

. Useyour School Counselor asaresource. School Counselors are not
necessarily Financial Aid experts, but they camansnany questions.



