	CIVIL WAR 
WEBQUEST
 

[image: image1.jpg]




	

	Change Position
Move
Update Text/Graphic Editor
Preview
Delete



	Introduction /Task / Process / Conclusion/ Evaluation
 

	Task 
You will be researching the Civil War. Your task will involve two important assignments, one individual and one group assignment.
First, you will report to the class on the horrific living conditions of a POW who survived Andersonville, a soldier who survived the Battle of Antietam, or Black American who fought for the Union. 

Next, as a group you will discuss and answer the Big Question: 

Given what you have learned while researching, was it necessary for 
our country to go to war to save the Union and/or to end slavery? 
Would our country have been better off to separate and become two separate nations?

As a group, answer the Big Question, giving reasons and examples from your research to defend your answer. Your answer should be no less than one typed (DS) page. 
 
Process 
Your individual project will be a first person narrative, presented in one of the following ways:

-A narrative paper (2 typed pages) with a poster depicting your life from the war. 

-A photo story, which tells a story of your life as a POW, black soldier, or survivor of Antietam. Photostory should include captions, power point information and must include a map relating to your story.

-Civil War journal which includes dates and descriptions life in the war. Also include a map with your journal that relates to your story. Your journal should cover 10 days, minimum.
 
Phase 1 - Background Information
You will have approximately 8 classroom periods to research and develop your project. You will be expected to do work outside of class as well.
Your final project will be presented to the class, as a group. Each role will present their final project and as a group, answer the BIG QUESTION.

 
Phase 2 - Roles
These roles were chosen because they each define some of the most important elements of Civil War. Each of you has been assigned a particular role with links and instructions below. Here are the general instructions for all of you. Please see your specific instructions and questions below.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. There will be Three members in each WebQuest team. You will explore one of the roles below. 

2. Read through the links below. You can print out pages and underline the parts that you feel are important or cut and paste from the webpage into a word processor. 

3. Remember to include the URL of the page you take information from so you can return to it and use it as a citation.

4. Focus what you've learned into one main opinion that answers the Big Quest(ion) or Task.

5. Choose the narrative project you will complete for your group 

POW Survivor from Andersonville Prison Camp: 

· Prison Camps by State 

· Civil War Prison Camps 

· Andersonville Prison Camp 

The questions below will guide you through your research.
1. Describe life in Andersonville Prison Camp.
2. Years camp was active.
3. Ages of POWs of Andersonville.
4. Map of Andersonville/location.
5. Description of the camp.
6. Who was in charge of the prison?
7. Any additional information you find interesting or relevant.

African American who fought in the Civil War: 

· Blacks Fighting in the Civil War 

· The Civil War and Emancipation 

· Colored Troops in the American Civil War 

· Photographs of Blacks in the Civil War 

The questions below will guide you through your research.

1. Describe the living conditions of African Americans fighting in the Civil War.
2. How were blacks treated by whites and white officers during the war?
3. The approximate number of blacks who fought or participated in the civil war.
4. In what ways did blacks face discrimination during the war.
5. What states allowed blacks to fight?
6. Were blacks allowed in all branches of the military during the civil war?
7. Any other additional information you find interesting or relevant

Survivor of Antietam: 

· Antietam/Sharpsburg Battle 

· Maps of Antietam 

· Bloodiest Civil War Battle Facts 

Use these links to answer the following questions.

1. How did the Battle of Antietam start?
2. Where/when did the Battle of Antietam take place?
3. Casualties of North and South.
4. Description of the Battle of Antietam.
5. Major figures of the battle
6. Map of battle field
7. Any additional information you find interesting or relevant 


Phase 3 - Reaching Consensus
You have all studied about different parts of Civil War. Now group members will come back the team with expertise gained by searching from one perspective. You must all now complete the 2nd Task as a group. Each of you will bring a certain viewpoint to the answer: some of you will agree and others disagree. Use information, pictures, movies, facts, opinions, etc. from the web sites you explored and what we have studied in class to convince your teammates that your viewpoint is important and should be part of your team's response. Your WebQuest team should write out an answer that everyone on the team can live with. Remember the BIG QUESTION: 

Given what you have learned while researching, was it necessary for 
our country to go to war to save the Union and/or to end slavery? 
Would our country have been better off to separate and become two separate nations?




Conclusion 
After all research is complete, as a class, and 'house', we will compile our results to answer THE BIG QUESTION. If Lincoln could have predicted the future, would he have allowed this war to happen or would he have let the southern states secede? Would the south have attacked first, prompting the war? 
Hind sight is 20/20, or is it? 
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	CATEGORY 
	8 
	6 
	4 
	3 

	Ideas/Research Questions 
	Researchers independently answer at least 4 reasonable, insightful, creative ideas/questions to pursue when doing the research. 
	Researchers independently answer at least 4 reasonable ideas/questions to pursue when doing the research. 
	Researchers answer, with some adult help, at least 4 reasonable ideas/questions to pursue when doing the research. 
	Researchers answer, with considerable adult help, 4 reasonable ideas/questions to pursue when doing the research. 

	Ideas & Content 
	Students have developed a clear plan for organizing the information as it is gathered and in the final research product. All students can independently explain the planned organization of the research findings. 
	Students have developed a clear plan for organizing the information in the final research product. All students can independently explain this plan. 
	Students have developed a clear plan for organizing the information as it is gathered. All students can independently explain most of this plan. 
	Students have no clear plan for organizing the information AND/OR students in the group cannot explain their organizational plan. 

	Word Choice 
	Precise, vivid, natural language creates a clear and complete picture in the reader’s mind. Powerful verbs, precise nouns, appropriate adjectives and phrases enhance meaning. Original phrasing and memorable language prompt reflective thoughts and insights. Dialogue, if used, sounds natural 
	Correct, adequate word choice creates a clear picture in the reader’s mind. Lively verbs, specific nouns, and appropriate adjectives and phrases add to the meaning. Some colorful language and unusual phrasing encourage reflection. Dialogue, if used, sounds appropriate. 
	Ordinary word choice attempts to create a picture in the reader’s mind. Verbs, nouns, adjectives, and phrases are adequate. Language choice and phrasing lack inspiration. Dialogue, if used, sounds forced. 
	Limited vocabulary searches for words to create a picture in the reader’s mind. Verb and noun choice is rather general. Adjectives and phrases Language choice and phrasing is inappropriate, repetitive or lacks meaning. Dialogue, if used, is limited. 

	Voice 
	The writer’s personality is expressed; confidence and feeling are apparent. Individual, powerful commitment to the topic is obvious. Connection to audience and purpose is excellent. Writing evokes strong emotion in the reader. 
	Writer’s personality pokes through; confidence and feeling fade in and out. A commitment to the topic is apparent. Connection to audience and purpose is appropriate. The writing evokes some emotion in the reader. 
	Writer’s personality is undefined; writing is cautious. Commitment to topic is limited. Connection to audience and purpose is limited. Writing evokes limited emotion in the reader. 
	Writer’s personality is not evident. Commitment to topic is lacking. Connection to audience and purpose is lacking. Writing evokes minimal emotion in the reader. 

	Ideas & Content 
	Students have developed a clear plan for organizing the information as it is gathered and in the final research product. All students can independently explain the planned organization of the research findings. 
	Students have developed a clear plan for organizing the information in the final research product. All students can independently explain this plan. 
	Students have developed a clear plan for organizing the information as it is gathered. All students can independently explain most of this plan. 
	Students have no clear plan for organizing the information AND/OR students in the group cannot explain their organizational plan. 


Total Possible Points – 40 points _____________

