	8th Grade Language Arts Syllabus

	CORE Syllabus: Eighth Grade Language Arts
Instructor: Ms. Kreitinger

Contact Information: 

email – jkreitin@ksd.k12.wi.us
phone – (262) 626-8427 ext. 2015

room – 15

WRITING TOPICS/GENRES:

Persuasive Letters/Essays:

·         Understand the structure and elements of a persuasive piece of writing
·         Create a persuasive piece of writing by establishing support for their viewpoint with facts, personal opinion and research
·         Explore a variety of persuasive texts and recognize differing viewpoints
 

Topic Report: 

·         Understand the structure of a topic report and demonstrate their knowledge through a final written product
·         Use a variety of resources (books, periodicals, articles, websites) to gather data on a specific topic
·         Demonstrate an ability to compile and organize topic report related data
·         Appropriately cite sources using APA format
 

Journaling: 

·         Understand that journaling can be used by students as a means of getting their thoughts on paper and to express themselves
 

Poetry:

·         Explore different literary devices through poetry
·         Understand that poetry presents multiple interpretations based upon reader experiences and knowledge
·         Identify a variety of poetic structures including: Haiku, Cinquain, Free verse…etc.
 

WRITING SKILLS:

 

Writing Components: 

·         Verbally identify the traits to be used when creating a written artifact
·         Identify writing as a process not just a product
·         Incorporate the writing traits in a variety of writing artifacts
 

Standard/Formal Written Language:

·         Determining when it’s appropriate to use formal and informal written language
·         Understanding the difference between written and oral language
 

GRAMMAR/SPELLING

 

Grammar:

·         Use appropriate grammar in both oral and written expression
·         Through embedded instruction, understand and correctly apply the basic components of grammar to include: parts of speech, sentence composition, common usage errors and paragraph composition.
Spelling:

·         Understand and apply common spelling patterns and rules in written work
·         Through embedded instruction, understand and apply word knowledge of prefixes, suffixes and root words, as it relates to spelling.
Grammar and spelling will be imbedded in the context of the reading.
 
LISTENING/SPEAKING

 

Listening:

· Demonstrate appropriate listening skills during class lectures, student presentations and whole and small group discussions. 
Speaking
· Incorporate the necessary components for giving an effecting persuasive speech 

· Utilize appropriate speech conventions: eye contact, intonation, volume, rate and expression, while presenting persuasive speeches 

· Utilize Reader’s Theater to apply and reinforce the good characteristics of speech and dramatic performance 


READING CONTENT/GENRES:
Biography/The Holocaust:
·         Explore the social and historical implications of Holocaust through biographical texts (to include, Milkweed, Night and The Diary of Anne Frank)
·         Determine the timeline of events leading up to and revolving around the WWII and the Holocaust
·         Gain understanding and insight into the concepts of discrimination, persecution and intolerance as they relate to the Holocaust, and compare them to other past and present situations
·         Compare and contrast different perspectives (Holocaust deniers) of the Holocaust
 

Historical Fiction/Roll of Thunder. Hear My Cry:
·         Determine the facts versus fiction, when reading a piece of historical fiction
·         Recognize how an author’s real life experiences are projected in writing
·         Compare and contrast the social issues and experiences of the 1930’s to modern day
 

Fantasy/Science Fiction:
·         Utilize The Hobbit or The Giver, to understand how themes, problems and issues in fantasy/science fiction texts can parallel issues of today 
·         Explore the concepts of conformity, coming of age, memory and community and the problems that can arise (The Giver)
·         Identify cause and effect relationships based upon the sequence of events and actions within the fantasy/science fiction genre
 

Drama/Reader’s Theater:
·         Demonstrate the use of appropriate oral fluency conventions (eye contact, inflection, expression…etc) through the use of Reader’s Theater
·         Explore the genre of drama and identify it as both a written and oral use of language
·         Participate in a Reader’s Theater performance before an audience of peers
 

READING SKILLS:
Text Structure:
·         Determine the text structure of a piece of expository writing as being: chronological/sequence, compare/contrast, descriptive, point of view, cause and effect or problem /solution
·         Identify the signal words used by the author to help determine a text’s organizational structure
·         Represent the organizational structure of a text through the use of graphic organizers
 

Reading Strategies:
·         Determine the important information in any content area selection of expository text
·         Synthesize information on a particular topic from a variety of text selections and formats
·         Use information from texts and personal experiences and knowledge to make inferences
 
Vocabulary Development:
·         Utilize the Frayer Model, a vocabulary square or another vocabulary format to extend the understanding and meaning of unknown words
·         Use visualization and picture images to enhance vocabulary meaning
·         Understand the concepts of roots, suffixes and prefixes and their impact on word meaning
·         Establish vocabulary lists that are content specific
 

Literary Devices:
·         Identify the following literary devices within a variety of texts: personification, onomatopoeia, point of view, theme, alliteration, metaphor/simile, palindromes, sarcasm, pun/wordplay and imagery
·         Utilize a variety of literary devices in writing assignments
·         Understand the differences between literary devices, techniques, elements and terminology
 

Word Recognition: 
·         Identify common word patterns, suffixes and prefixes
·         Establish content related sight word vocabularies
·         Identify and categorize words according to content areas
Grading:

94-100 A





90-93   A-

87-89   B+

83-86   B

80-82   B-

77-79   C+

73-76   C

70-72   C-

67-69   D+

63-66   D

60-62   D-

Students will be given time and support in class, however; some reading and writing activities may need to be completed at home.  Students are expected to complete two book reviews during each term on their own time.  Students are expected to study for assessments at home as well.
