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“ A Life of quiet desperation awaits those who will not strive for excellence”

~Michael Kearney


The primary goal of Kewaskum band program is to create great music!  Music is an important part of the education of every well-rounded scholar.  The skills gained through music education will carry over into all aspects of the student’s life; academic and otherwise.  These skills will also provide a life-long appreciation for music and its role in the enrichment of the human spirit.

Core Learning Objectives

We will strive to become better musicians each day through studying individual skills such as tone production, rhythm, breathing, articulation, and musicality.  We will also concentrate on developing ensemble skills such as balance, blend, intonation, and listening skills.  Students will use all of these skills to perform in many settings such as Marching Band, Concert Band, Jazz, Ensemble, Pep Band, as well as other small ensembles.
Rehearsal Procedures and Expectations

It is my belief that students know what proper behavior is, and that they sometimes choose to behave inappropriately and must be prepared to take responsibility for their actions and accept the consequences.  The guidelines for expected behavior can be summed up with two simple words:

1.) Respect.  Have respect for each other, the director, and the music.

2.) Responsibility.  Take responsibility for your own actions and for the sound of the group.  Help make us sound our best through personal effort.  Remember, we are only as strong as our weakest link.

The following expectations fall under one or both of the above categories.


** please note: all school rules are in effect as well**

1. “To be early is to be on time – to be on time is to be late.”  We have a limited amount of rehearsal time, so let’s make the most of it.  Get your instruments out, take your seat, and begin warming up individually as soon as possible. If you are not in the room when the bell rings, you will be expected to present a pass.  This rule is even more important when it comes to performances.  If you are late to a performance, you will not receive credit and your grade will suffer.  

2. No gum, candy, soda, food, etc… Not only can this be distracting and time wasting, but can also cause damage to your instrument.

3. Once rehearsal starts, there should be no talking.  Band is a class just like any other, not a time for socializing.  If we stop during rehearsal, it is for a reason and your attention must be focused on the director to receive instruction(s)

4. You must come to class prepared each day.  This means to have your instrument and accessories, all music, and a PENCIL!  

5. Rehearsal ends when the director excuses the band, not when the bell rings.  When dismissed, return your instrument and music to the designated spots.  Please help to keep the band room neat and clean.

Disciplinary Actions


If a student chooses to misbehave during class, the following consequence will be enforced:


1st offense: Verbal or non-verbal reminder of the rules


2nd offense: Verbal or written warning


3rd offense: After school detention


4th offense: conference with administration and parents

**I reserve the right to jump to any consequence level for behavior that I deem severe enough or habitual**

Avoid Scheduling Conflicts!


You will be notified well in advance of any required band events/performances.  By enrolling in band, you are promising to attend all required events.  Failure to do so will severely affect your grade.  I understand that conflicts can and will arise, and we will do our best to handle these as they occur.

1. Work is not an excuse for missing a performance.  You are responsible for letting your employer know in advance what days you need off for required events.  If you need me to contact your employer, please let me know.

2. If you know of a conflict, or of a possible conflict, please let me know ASAP!  The sooner I know, the easier it will be to work around.

3. If you are unable to attend a required performance, I must be notified in writing, at least one week prior to the event.  I will not excuse absences after the fact.  Of course, extenuating circumstances will be handled on a case-by-case basis.

Grading

There are four areas that you will be graded on to determine your final grade for each quarter. 


Grading for each quarter will be broken down as follows:



Performances: 300pts  


Lessons: 300pts 



Tests/quizzes/written work: as assigned
Daily Participation:100pts

Performances:  Performance is the ultimate result of all of our hard work and is thus a very prominent factor in your grade.  It is vital the every member of the ensemble be present for required performances.  Required performances (concerts, parades, and field shows) will be worth 300 points per quarter.  

Lessons: Individual or small group lessons are a vital ingredient in creating excellent musicians.  In lessons, we will work on challenging sections of our music as well as exercises that will improve the musical ability of each student.  Every student will be scheduled for one weekly 15-20 minute lesson.  There are 300 points required for lessons to earn an A, but if you earn more than 300 points, these will be considered extra-credit.  

You will receive points as follows:

50 points:  attend lesson fully prepared


40 points:  attend lesson, but not fully prepared


30 points:  attend lesson, but totally unprepared


0 points:    did not attend lesson

If you miss a lesson or would like to earn additional points, make-up lessons will be available if you talk to Mr. Michlig.
Playing test/scales/written:  Each quarter there may be playing tests given on sections of the literature being prepared for performance, scales, or etudes.   Students will be evaluated on rhythmic accuracy, pitch accuracy, tone quality, and musicality.  These tests may also be used to establish chair placement.

Performance group information
Concert Band:  Dress for concert band will be black and white.  Black pants or skirt, white top, black socks and black shoes.  Please dress conservatively.  No jeans, athletic wear, or t-shirts will be allowed.


The concert band will present several concerts during the year and will possibly participate in the WSMA Concert festival in the spring.  More info will follow.

Jazz Ensemble:  Jazz ensemble will be a by-audition only group.  We will perform at each of the concerts this year as well as other performances in the community.  We may have to opportunity to do some traveling and attend area Jazz Festivals.  Those interested should talk to Mr. Michlig.

Pep Band/Marching Band:  The schedule for pep band will be presented before the start of each sports season.  You will be expected to attend a certain number of pep band performances during each quarter.  Varsity players will be excused from playing for their sport, however JV players are not excused from this performance requirement.


Each student will be issued a pep band folder at the start of the year.  Fines will be issued for damaged or lost folders and music.  There will be a couple of pep band dates that will be required.

Solo and Ensemble Festival: All students will be required to participate in at least one event at the Solo and Ensemble Festival in March.  This can be either a solo or a group selection.  We will be selecting music around Thanksgiving to allow plenty of time to prepare.

Please sign and return this page as acknowledgement that you have read and understand the rules and expectations for this year.  If at any time you have questions, please feel free to ask.  Let’s work together to make this an exciting year for the Kewaskum band program.

I _____________________________________  have read the band handbook for the 


(students name)

2006-2007 school year and agree to comply with the expectations listed within.

______________________________________

__________________


Signature






date

For Parents:

I have read the handbook and agree to hold my child to the expectations of the Kewaskum Band program.

______________________________________

__________________


Signature






date

_________________________________________


email address

Parents, please provide an email address if you would like to receive updates and reminders about band events this year.

The form must be signed and returned to Mr. Michlig no later than Friday, September 5th, 2008.  

