Making a difference through Service Learning

“Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country.”

Sociology is the study of society, human social interaction and relationships, and the rules and processes that bind and separate people.  Through your course work, classroom discussions, and various activities, you will learn about the elements of sociology.  Unfortunately, they will have little meaning to you, unless you apply this information.  You will be given the opportunity to do this through Service Learning by making a direct contribution to your community through active participation in it.  This will be carried out through a 5-step process throughout the year and will conclude with a final presentation.  The steps are as follows:

STEP 1: Define and assess your community

a) choose the level you wish to work at: city, county, or state

b) compile demographic information concerning education, poverty, crime, etc.
c) What are the strengths of the community?
STEP 2: Research community problems, select one, and research it more fully

a) What are some of the problems or needs in the community?

b) When selecting an issue, consider:
1) What problem has an impact on your life?

2) What issue affects your community the most?
3) What issue would be the most interesting to work with?
4) Which problem could you affect the most?
5) Which problem could you learn the most from?
c) collect statistics on your issue by doing research and interviewing those involved
STEP 3: Analyze and evaluate public and private policies and programs related to the problem

a) what is already being done and what impact has it had

STEP 4: Design and implement a service project to address the problem

a) decide how you can make the most significant impact

b) develop and plan for how your project will be initiated and carried out
c) collect data and keep a journal during the process
STEP 5: Reflect upon and evaluate the process

a) create a presentation to share with the rest of the class that addresses the process, impact, and lessons learned from this experience

