Sociology Guidelines

Teacher Information:

Mrs. La Ronge

Rm#352

Ext. 4352

slaronge@ksd.k12.wi.us
Course Description:  Sociology will help students develop an understanding of the complexities of society and their place within it.  Areas of study include social trends, cultural differences, social institutions and collective behavior.  As this is a class of juniors and seniors, members of this class will need to accept a high level of responsibility for their own education.  Acceptance of this responsibility will allow the students to benefit fully from the class and the subject matter.

Course Outline:

Social Action

· Forms and levels of Action: research and initiate social reform or improvement

Framework of Sociology

· Groups, Organization, and Social Structure: describe how people are organized and how it effects behavior

Culture

· Components of Culture: apply elements of culture to the United States

· Cultural Change and Diversity: compare cultures over area and time

Deviance and Crime

· Deviance: describe the levels and methods of deviance as they apply to age, socioeconomic status, and race

· Crime and the Criminal Justice System: explore the levels of the criminal justice systems and trends in crime statistics

Social Inequality
· American Class System: research how class is defined and assigned in the U.S. Culture

· Poverty: explain the impact of poverty on the individual, community, and society

Race and Ethnicity

· Prejudice and Discrimination: define the foundations of unequal treatment in the U.S.

· Racial and Ethnic Groups in the U.S.: compare the various ethnic groups and their position in the U.S.

Sex and Gender

· Sex vs. Gender: differentiate between cultural definitions

· Gender and Socialization: explore how society defines and perpetuates gender expectations

· Gender Inequality?: define women’s role in society and treatment within it

Aging

· Process of Aging in Contemporary Society: describe the process by which roles in society change

· Inequalities in Aging: describe image of the aging populations in the U.S. and there role within it

Major Assignments/ Requirements: Create-a-culture project, death penalty editorial, Gender & Advertising project, Service-Learning Final Project

Special Texts and materials: Sociology: The Study of Human Relationships

Grading Procedures:  Your grade will be determined by a point system. Every assignment, test, project, etc. will be given a total number of points possible. The student will be given a score over the total possible points: for example, if the student received 90 points out of a possible 100 the score would be shown as 90/100.  Letter grades are not attached to assignments.  Only quarter, semester, and semester examination grades will be translated into letter grades.  Save your corrected work.  Put it in a folder and if you need to prove or verify your grade you will have it available. You will receive a progress report approximately every two (2) weeks.


Participation: Participation is mandatory in this class.  Students will be expected to participate in experiments, share opinions and create projects and models through group work.

Grading Scale:     93 - 100 A



    85 - 92   B

                            77 - 84   C

                            70 - 76    D

                            Below 70  F


Assignments:  Assignments will be collected at the beginning of the hour on the day it is due.  All corrected assignments will be in the basket located on the bookshelf.  All assignments will be in black or blue ink on lined paper or typewritten.  No assignments will be accepted with ragged edges torn from a spiral notebook or that are written in colors other then black or blue.  If these guidelines are not met, the assignment will be considered late. Late assignments will lose 50% of the works value and the remainder of the value after one week.  It pays to hand in your work on time. If you have any missing assignments during the quarter, you will not receive any extra credit points you may have accumulated.  If you foresee a problem turning in an assignment on time, please see me prior to the due date.

Service Learning:  Each student will be required to design and implement a service learning plan.  During the implementation stage, student will need to maintain weekly journals and collect and organized data that is collected.  This information will then be used in an end of the year presentation.  The service learning element of the course will account for 20% of the final grade.

Policy on Academic Dishonesty: Any form of academic dishonesty, such as cheating, plagiarism, or the deliberate misrepresentation of fact, will be dealt with severely.  In particular, discussing exam questions with students who have not yet taken the exam is considered cheating.  Refer to Page 9 of the Student Planner for additional information and the consequences of dishonesty.  Each student is responsible for the propriety of his or her own behavior; ignorance is not an excuse.

Make Up work:  It is your responsibility to find out what work you missed if you are absent.  You have the number of missed days plus one to make the work up.  Late assignments will be assessed the same penalty as stated above.

Extra Credit:  Extra Credit is a privilege.  It will occasionally be offered but not often.

Final Exam:  The final exam will consist of question and answer portion that will be completed on a scan-tron and a written portion that will require students to synthesis and apply concepts they have learned throughout the semester.

Attendance:  Students are expected to be in their assigned seats at the second bell.  Attendance will be taken on a daily basis.  The class will be given directions at the beginning of the period; therefore, it is important the class is quiet and attentive at the beginning of the period.  If class is missed for an excused absence, it is the responsibility of the student to check for missed work. 


Tardies: You will be marked tardy if you are not in your assigned seat when the second bell rings.  Students will be allowed one tardy without penalty.  For every following tardy, students will make up the time missed by serving a 15 minute detention with me after school.

Bathroom/Drink passes: These passes will only be given before class starts or after I have completed the lesson.  Only in extreme emergencies will you be allowed to leave during class.  Passes are given out at my discretion.  Individuals will not be allowed to get a drink of water during class.

Locker passes:  Passes are given out at my discretion.  Make sure you come to class prepared.  This includes books, notebooks, pens, pencils and anything else you may need for class.

Class Expectations

1. Respect everyone’s right to learn and be heard.

2. Treat property that does not belong to you (i.e. desks, textbooks) with respect (Do not sit on top of desks, etc.).

3. Use appropriate language.

4. Follow directions the first time they are given.

5. Remain in your seats until I dismiss you.

The purpose of these expectations is to create an environment that is conducive to learning for you and everyone else in the room.  Breaking one of these rules or disrupting the learning environment will result in one of the following consequences:

· Warning

· New seating assignment

· Detention. This detention will be served with me after school.  Each detention will be 30 minutes long. During the detention the student will be required to write a page explaining which class expectation was violated and why they did it.  Also, the student will explain how they will correct the behavior that caused the violation.  A copy of the paper will then be sent to the student’s parents.

· Immediate removal from class. Phone call home. Additional consequences to be determined by the office.
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