AP Psychology Syllabus

Mrs. La Ronge

Course Description

The purpose of the Advanced Placement course in Psychology is to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of behavior and mental processes of human beings and animals.  Students are exposed to psychological facts, principles and phenomena associated with the major subfields within psychology.  They also learn about the methods psychologists use in their science and practice.  (Taken from the Advanced Placement Course Description in Psychology by the College Board)  

Course Objectives

Through the completion of this course, students should attain a(n):

1. Greater understanding and insight into human behavior and thought processes, both individually and within social relationships.

2. Appreciation of the multitude and complexity of influences on behavior and thought processes (both internal and external).

3. Ability to analyze behavior from multiple psychological perspectives.

4. Understanding of the methods that psychologists use to understand behavior and the strengths and limitations of those methods.

5. Understanding of the moral and ethical issues inherent in psychology.

Questions To Think About Before You Begin

1. Why are you taking this class?  Do you want to learn about psychology?  Are you ready for a “college level” class?  Are you serious about preparing for and taking the AP exam in May?

2. How much time will you need to devote to this class?  A rule of thumb suggested by many colleges is to spend two to three hours working outside of class for every hour you spend in class.  Are you willing to make this commitment?

3. Are you a strong reader?  In terms of course assignments, nothing will occupy more of your time than reading and studying the text.

4. What is your motivation level?  Your level of motivation is much more important than your ability level.  If you want to succeed in AP Psychology and you are willing to put in the necessary effort, you will succeed.  Attitude, study skills, determination and discipline count for more than intelligence toward your success in this class.

After considering the above, if you have any questions, concerns, etc. as to whether AP Psychology is the course for you, please see me ASAP.

Course Schedule

Students will meet for 90 minutes 5 days a week.  Although it is not required, it is recommended that students establish outside study groups to review materials.

Grading

Tests: 45%

Projects/Papers: 25%

Homework: 20%

Participation: 10%

Grading Policy

Tests:
1) Chapter Tests:  At the conclusion of each unit a test will be given.  All tests for the class are scored using a scanner so a #2 pencil is needed.  Tests are composed of approximately 60 multiple-choice questions and one free-response.

2) Cumulative Tests:  To help prepare for the AP Exam in May, a cumulative test will be given at the end of the first, second and third quarters and prior to the AP exam.  Each test will cover all the material from the beginning of the school year to that point.

3) Chapter Quizzes:  A quiz will be given the day after the next unit has begun.

Assignments: Assignments are periodically given throughout the year.  They consist of answering questions about chapters, reviews of articles read and a variety of enrichment assignments.

Projects/Papers: Students will be expected to develop projects, perform group tasks and write several response and reflection papers.

Getting Help

Please don’t be afraid to get help if you do not understand something.  The ultimate responsibility to learn psychology is yours but I am willing to help you in any way I can.  To get help you can:

1) Ask questions before, during and/or after class

2) See me before or after school.  On most days, I am in the school building around 7:15 am and usually leave about 3:45.  If possible, try to coordinate a time with me so I can make sure I’m available.

3) Arrange to meet with me during my prep period

4) If you have access to email or the Internet, you can email me at slaronge@ksd.k12.wi.us
Other Helpful Hints to Succeed in AP Psychology

These are ideas to help you succeed in the course other than those already stated.

1) A large portion of psychology is learning various terms and concepts.  One way to help learn the items is to create vocabulary flashcards.  On one side is the term, name or concept, on the other is a definition or an explanation.

2) Form a study group with other students.  This is an excellent way to help each other.  Beware that working in groups does have some disadvantages.  Before forming a group make sure each member is willing to put in their fair share of the work.  I’d be happy to meet with any group that wants to discuss ways they can work together.

3) If you have difficulty understanding the assigned textbook, you might want to borrow a different psychology text.  Sometimes students find reading a different author’s explanation of a concept helps them better understand our text.

4) If you have Internet access, there are numerous sites that are designed to help students who are learning psychology.  Some sites include explanations of concepts and even practice tests you may take.

Policy on Academic Dishonesty

Any form of academic dishonesty, such as cheating, plagiarism, or the deliberate misrepresentation of fact, will be dealt with severely.  In particular, discussing exam questions with students who have not yet taken the exam is considered cheating.  Refer to Page 9 of the Student Planner for additional information and the consequences of dishonesty.  Each student is responsible for the propriety of his or her own behavior; ignorance is not an excuse.

Summer/Winter Homework

Students will be required to complete “history and approaches to psychology” through summer homework.  The quiz on Chapter 1 will be on the second day of the course.  Along with the chapter quiz, students will complete a worksheet, research a psychologist, read chapter 2, and develop a research study.

