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Welcome to 1st Grade!

Please take time to read through this handbook to learn more about our classroom and our 1st grade curriculum.

Information about Mrs. Witte: 

I am a former FES student and graduate of Kewaskum High School. 

I graduated from U.W. Whitewater with a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education. I have done Graduate work at Viterbo University in the area of reading. This will be my 30th year in the Kewaskum School district. 

You can contact me at 626-8427, Extension 3112. The best time to reach me is from 8:00-8:45 a.m. but you can leave a message anytime and I will get back to you as soon as time permits. Thank you.

Information about our class:

You will receive information about what’s happening in our class in a weekly newsletter. You can also find information about our class events, schedule, and homework on our class web page.  Follow these steps to view our web page:

· www.kewaskumschools.org
· Farmington Elementary

· Staff Directory

· Mrs. Witte’s Web Page

Book Orders:

Your child will have an opportunity to order books and software from Scholastic Book Club each month.  If you choose to order books, please send a CHECK written to Scholastic Book Club for the exact amount and the completed order form to school in an envelope or baggie by the due date.  

This year Scholastic Book Clubs is making a major commitment to providing you with accessible Reading Level information. You will be able to choose books that are just right for your child’s ability and interest levels. 

Scholastic has begun printing levels on the backs of their books and in the student flyers. You may also find reading level information at www.scholastic.com/bookclubs. 

The level guide that we use for the books in our room is the Guided Reading Level.

GRL: Guided Reading Level (Letters A-Z)

The expected levels for 1st graders are:  Level D by the end of the 1st quarter







Level F by the end of the 2nd quarter







Level G by the end of the 3rd quarter







Level I by the end of the 4th quarter

Field Trips:

Our class will go on several field trips during the school year.  A letter will be sent home each time, with details about date, destination, cost, dress requirements and lunch/beverage requirements.  We often take along one to three chaperones per classroom.  Please understand that many of the classroom parents would like to attend field trips, but we cannot accommodate everyone.  Chaperones will be selected each time on a random basis, with no repeats in a given school year.  

Volunteers:

Volunteers are the backbone of our building!  If you wish to volunteer in our classroom, please let the office secretary or me know.  We will put you in touch with the district volunteer coordinator to fill out the necessary paperwork to get you started!  You can also volunteer to do work for our classroom at home.  Parents are always welcome and appreciated for their help.

Parties:

We have three parties:  Halloween, Christmas, and Valentines Day.  Parents will have an opportunity to sign up to bring food or a beverage for these parties at Open House and Parent-Teacher Conferences. 

Classroom Rules / Behavior Management:

Classroom rules and consequences will be developed during the first week of school. I will inform you of the results shortly after.

Family Vacations:

I would appreciate it if you could try to plan your vacations around our school calendar. In first grade we do mostly “hands on” learning activities; there is very little homework that can be completed outside of class. Your child would be asked to keep a journal of his /her vacation and all other missed work would be made up upon his/ her return.

It would also be appreciated if you could try to schedule your child’s doctor or dentist appointments for early release Wednesday afternoons. 

Snack Time:

We will have a snack daily in our classroom. Our classroom is different from how snack was done in Kindergarten. Your child will be bringing his/her own snack daily. This allows for children to have a snack that they enjoy and allow for more variety. Children will not be allowed to share snacks due to the increase in food allergies. Your child may bring a “fun” snack for their birthday.

We require snacks to be healthy. The healthy snack requirement goes along with the new rules that the State has set for us. That means no cookies, candy, or chips please.

Here are a few ideas that children in the past have brought:

-Fresh fruit

-Fruit cups

-Dried fruit

-Yogurt

-Fresh veggies

-Granola bars

-Small bag of pre-popped popcorn

-Cheese and crackers

-1/2 of sandwich

-Crackers (fish crackers, graham crackers, Ritz Bits)

-Healthy cereal

-Trail mix with fruit and nuts

-Flavored rice cakes

Please send anything needed to be kept cold with a cold pack. If your child needs a spoon or fork please send one.

Birthdays:

Birthdays are special occasions, and we enjoy celebrating them at school. Please know that you are welcome to send treats to the classroom on your child’s birthday, either of the edible or material kind. However, it is not necessary to send treats, and whether or not treats are present, we will be sure to take a few moments to honor your special birthday child. If your child’s birthday happens to be a “summer birthday” we will celebrate on their “half” birthday.

Homework

Reading Homework:

Every day your child will be bringing home reading books to be read and returned the next day. Children are expected to read for at least 15 minutes every day. Reading is an important part of first grade homework and will be noted on your child’s report card.

In the beginning the books your child picks may be too easy or hard. The level will be adjusted based on the comments you mark on the reading record sheet; as well as the reading I do with your child. Please listen to your child read each night. Asking your child a few questions about the story will help them build on their comprehension skills. Do not worry if your child brings home the same book to practice again or picks a book of interest that may be an easy read. Rereading is a very helpful tool that we use in first grade to help build fluency and comprehend the story in detail.

You will find that your child may choose books from our classroom library based on interest rather than difficulty. As adults we need to remember that we don’t go to the library to find the most difficult book, however one we are interested in. We will encourage your child to choose levels that are appropriate for him or her.

 Children will receive a Reading Record Sheet to monitor their reading. Each day write the date, the title(s), the level if on the book, check how you felt the book was for your child, the approximate minutes read and your initials on the sheet. See the sheet included for a better understanding on how we use Easy, Just Right, and Too Hard. Have your child place the books into her/his backpack for safekeeping and the Reading Record Sheet back into the Bee Book.

	Date
	Title
	Level
	Too Easy
	Just Right
	Too Hard
	Minutes Read
	Parents Initials

	9/7
	A Day at Camp
	
	
	X
	
	
	SW

	9/8
	Down on the Farm
	
	
	
	X
	
	JR


If you have any questions please call or e-mail us and we will be glad to answer any questions you have.

Math Homework:
 Your child will have Home Links for math homework “most” nights. It all depends on how far we get with the math lesson that day. Home Links are to be completed with adult supervision. The adult who works with your child should check the work. Answers to the Home Links can be found at the end of the Everyday Math Family Letter sent home at the beginning of every new unit. Home Links should be returned to school upon completion; they will be recorded as homework for the report card and not be returned unless done incorrectly.

*I would like children to do their reading homework first and do the math Home Link if there is time. Home Links for the week can be left to the weekend and handed in on Monday if need be.

Watch the weekly newsletters for the math skills we are covering and practice them also. Skills such as counting by 1’s, 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s or addition and subtraction facts practice can be done while riding in the car for example. Find opportunities to have your child use the clock to practice telling time or coins to practice counting money.

The 100 number grid is an important tool that we use in math class, please keep one accessible at home for reference.

   CORE Syllabus

   Grade 1 Reading

Reading Content/Genres:

Fiction

·           Identify beginning, middle, and end of a story

·           Read from the front to the back of the text

·           Recognize the characters, setting, problems, events, and solutions

Non-fiction

· Identify the real-life component in the text

· Distinguish between fiction and non-fiction text

· Read for a “need to know something”(obtaining fact/s)

Rhyming

· Look for familiar patterns at the end of words (at, og, ig)

· Match rhyming words to pictures

· Generate lists of rhyming words

Reading Skills:

Text Structure

· Recognize story structure (beginning, middle, end, character/s,  setting, events, solution)

· Identify sequence, cause/effect

· Analyze compare/contrast (Venn diagram)

Reading Strategies

· Model asking questions during reading to reinforce comprehension

· Construct meaning from the story by making connections and   drawing conclusions

· Visualize the story to create pictures in your mind

Vocabulary Development

· Use context to determine work meaning

· Recognize that pictures are clues for words

· Recognize word wall words

· Identify long and short vowel patterns to decode words

Literary Devices

· Identify rhyming words in text

· Recognize word patterns in a passage

Word Recognition 

·          Make personal connections with new words

· Recognize words with unknown meaning and word wall words

· Understand that word chunks, word families make up words

Common Assessments:  Unit assessments 

· 2 in the spring (Big & Small Cats & The Little Fish)

· 2 in the fall (to be determined)

                                         Rigby Benchmarks

 Level 3 (Wake Up, Father Bear) September

 Level 6 (The Merry-Go-Round) November

 Level 9 (Stuck in the Ditch) January

 Level 12 (Soccer at School) March

 Level 16 (Great Lion & Tiny Mouse) May

District Policies:

* In my class we have whole group instruction and small group reading instruction. Guided reading groups are used to meet the student’s individual reading needs. Children have individual book bins for Self-Select Reading, which contain books appropriate for his/her reading level.

Grade 1

   Language Arts  

Writing Topics/Genres 

Content Topic 1- Personal Narrative

· Include beginning, middle, and end.

Content Topic 2- “How To” article

· Compose a piece in sequential order.

Content Topic 3-Friendly Letters

· Demonstrate correct letter format.

    Content Topic 4- Report

· Include main idea and supporting details.

Writing Skills

Control of Language
· Include a Beginning, Middle and an End

· Develop sequence using the terminology First, Next, Then and Last

· Develop 6+1 Traits language

Content/Composition

· Develop the writing process. (Planning, drafting, revising, editing, publishing)

Grammar/Spelling

Content Topic 1- Spelling 

· Use the Word Wall as a resource to spell high frequency words.

· Recognize spelling patterns. (Word families)
Content Topic 2- Sentence Writing 

· Construct complete sentences

· Construct questions

· Recognize the conventions of writing.

· Capitalize the first word in a sentence, names of people and pets, 

and the word “I.” 

· Use periods, question marks, and exclamation marks at the end of sentences.
    Content Topic 3- Parts of Speech 

· Identify and use naming words (nouns) 

· Identify and use action words (verbs) 

· Identify and use describing words (adjectives) 

Listening/Speaking

 Content Topic 1- Active Listening 

· Listen without interrupting.

 Content Topic 2- Active Participation

· Volunteer ideas regularly.

* We make Power Points from the reports that we write about animals.
Grade 1

 Math

Numeration

· Counting by 1’s, 2’s, 5’s, 10’s to 100

· Writing numbers by 1’s to 100

· Counting up and back by 1’s on the number grid

· Order sets of numbers 

· Compare pairs of numbers

· 100th Day activities

Addition and Subtraction

· Solve addition and subtraction facts to sums of 10

· Solve addition doubles to sums of 20

· Solve numbers stories using both addition and subtraction

· Find sums and missing addends 

· 2nd semester – timed tests 

Number Sense 

· Understand the ones and tens place value

· Show odd and even number patterns

· Compare Numbers using greater than, less than, equal to

· Explain how you solved the problem verbally

· Find equivalent names for numbers

Patterns
· Identify and complete patterns

· Skip count using a number line or number grid

Time

· Identify time to the hour

· Identify time to the half hour

· Demonstrate use of the calendar
Money

· Identify penny, nickel, dime, quarter and their values

· Exchange pennies for nickels

· Calculate the values of pennies, nickels, and dimes

Measurements 

· Compare lengths of objects

· Estimate lengths of objects

· Use standard units for measuring lengths

· Draw line segments using standard units

Geometry and Attributes 

· Sort and identify objects by attributes

· Identify Polygons and know their characteristics

· Identify fractional parts of regions and sets with a focus on unit fractions

Technology

· Graph Club

· Everyday Math games

· Numbers Undercover

· Math Zoo Zillions

· Carnival Countdown

* We play math games as a fun way to learn math concepts.

Grade 1

   Science

Inquiry Process:

Observe

Ask a Question

Form an Idea

Do an Experiment

Draw a Conclusion

Idea is Supported or Not Supported

Content Topic 1:  Plants, Animals, and People

· Children will explore the parts of a plant, how plants can be sorted, and how plants grow and change.

· Plant seeds

· Children will take a close look at animal parts, animal classifications, and animal life cycles.

· Life cycle of a butterfly

· Children will investigate how people use their body parts and how people grow and change.

Content Topic 2: Living Things and Where they Live

· Children will explore the characteristics and needs of living and nonliving things.

· Children will take a close look at the different habitats and the living and nonliving things found there.

· Field trip to Lac Lawrann Nature Conservancy

Content Topic 3:  Earth, Our Home

· Children will explore the characteristics of natural resources.

· Children will investigate the uses of air and water and learn the importance of protecting Earth’s resources.
Content Topic 4:  Weather and the Sky

· Children will explore the characteristics of weather and the seasons, and they will learn about tools that measure temperature, rain, and wind.

· Children will investigate the Sun, stars, planets, and the Moon, and what causes day and night on Earth.

Content Topic 5:  Energy Sources and Motion * optional unit
· Children will explore and observe sources of heat, light, and sound.

· Children will investigate forces, machines, and factors that affect speed.

* In fall we observe the life cycle of a Monarch butterfly. We collect seeds from our classroom garden and save them to plant in our classroom in spring. 

Grade 1

 Social Studies

Schools

· Define school as a place for learning

· Demonstrate appropriate behavior

· Understand the role of children in the school and of school personnel

· Compare/contrast schools of different times

Families

· Define a family group

· Will differentiate between wants and needs

· Identify how families change

Communities

· Define different kinds of communities as places where people live, work and play

· Identify ethnic, cultural, and economic diversity

· Explain why changes take place in a community and how they affect people

· Describe kinds of community workers

Our Country

· Identify earth’s resources

· Explain ways people use earth’s resources

· Explain how we can protect our resources

· Explain how we can help our environment

Maps

· Identify 7 continents 

· Distinguish between land and water

· Identify the US and our state

· Identify North & South Poles

· Identify basic directions on a map

Holidays

· Explain the significance of holidays

· Columbus Day

· Thanksgiving

· Presidents Day

· Explain different customs and celebrations around the world

*We dress up as Indians and Pilgrims and reenact the First Thanksgiving with a feast.

